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Exhibiting the Otani Collection at the National Museum of Korea: 2005-2025

Haewon Kim (National Museum of Korea)

This paper examines the exhibitions of the Otani collection and related research works at the
National Museum of Korea from the museum’s relocation in Yongsan in 2005 to the present.
Although the collection has been introduced through exhibitions and publications since the
museum’s in 1945, earlier presentations focused primarily on a few representative examples.
During the Yongsan era, a wider range of objects from the collection, along with related
materials, was displayed in Central Asian Gallery of the museum’s permanent exhibition hall.
The visibility of the collection was significantly enhanced through objects rotations, thematic
exhibitions, and a series of dedicated publications on the collection. Alongside these
achievments, this paper also addresses some of the challenges and issues involved in
exhibiting Central Asian art at the National Museum of Korea.



Recent Research on the Otani Collection at the National Museum of Korea: 2019-2025

Youngwoo Kwon (National Museum of Korea)

This paper examines recent research on the Otani Collection conducted by the National
Museum of Korea (NMK). Since 2005, the NMK has carried out ongoing investigations to
uncover the full scope of the Otani Collection and has published a series of reports detailing
the results. These reports not only provide photographs and basic information on the artifacts,
but also include in-depth discussions of relevant scholarship and key academic issues. Some
artifacts are accompanied by new findings and scholarly interpretations. Beginning with the
2013 publications Central Asian Religious Paintings and Central Asian Sculptures in the
NMK, the range of research topics has gradually expanded. From 2019 onward, the museum
has undertaken a systematic study of ancient written materials in the collection. The first
volume of this series, published in 2020, focuses on Turpan Artifacts with Chinese
Characters. It discusses epitaph tablets excavated from Turpan, the Reed Mat (Ampero)
Document from Tomb 230 at Astana, and the Buddhist votive stele of Kang from ancient
Gaochang. The second volume, published in 2022, 1s titled Written Materials Excavated from
the Tarim Basin. It covers wooden tablets inscribed in Kharosthi and Brahmi scripts, as well
as Uyghur inscriptions found on murals of the Bezeklik Caves. These projects yielded
significant results through interdisciplinary approaches, including decipherment and
interpretation of texts, rejoining of fragments, reconstruction of original forms, and
comparative studies with related materials from abroad. Many of these outcomes were
achieved through collaborative work with international experts. This presentation highlights
these achievements and outlines the future direction and challenges of research on the Otani
Collection.
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